Bi-annual Newsletter
The mission of NBGS is to ensure the future of big game
and their habitat in Nebraska
With so many unimagined changes in 2020, the Nebraska
Big Game Society’s plans for the annual meeting and
auction were also affected. Unfortunately, the auction
was cancelled, but the board worked quickly and the
elk and combo permits were auctioned through Proxibid
on June 4. The resident/non-resident elk permit sold for
$39,000 and the resident/non-resident combo permit
for one antelope, one deer (mule or white-tail) and two
turkeys sold for $5,500. Funds raised from these two
permits were presented to Nebraska Game and Parks
director Jim Douglas in August. This was a first for NBGS
and a very successful way to continue raising funds to
ensure the future of big game and their habitat in Nebraska.

Fall 2020

Partnerships:
The Nebraska Big Game Society partners with
organizations such as the Nebraska Environmental Trust
and the Nebraska Land Trust to help secure easements
such as Charcoal Creek and Kreman Ranch. Grants by
the Nebraska Environmental Trust also provide matching
funds with NBGS donations for many projects such as
solar wells and water catchments for big game.
Specific needs supported:
Specific needs supported by NBGS through the years
include: Aerial survey for elk, mule deer survey, bighorn
sheep collars, ultrasound equipment, tracking collars
for elk and mountain lion, solar well updates, water
catchments, guzzlers and wildlife friendly fencing.
NBGS board expands in 2020:

NBGS President Justin Hertzel, left, and NBGS board memeber Seth Harms,
right, presented Nebraska Game and Parks Director Jim Douglas with a $39,000
check after the very successful online auction for the resident/nonresident elk tag.
Thank you to all who helped make this first-of-its-kind online auction a success.

The spring newsletter was also put on hold until future
events and activities became clear. Now, as we prepare
the fall newsletter, hosting an event this fall is still not
possible. The continued support of all who reserved tables
and tickets to attend the annual event is appreciated.
We look toward 2021 when we can once again gather to
support big game in Nebraska.
As well as looking forward, we also want to share some
highlights of what the organization has done since the
first auction in 2012. The first elk permit sold for $17,000.
Funds raised from elk permit bidders at the following
events total $171,500. The highest bid for $50,000 was in 2018.

In October of 2019, NBGS officers hosted a recruitment
meeting and eight new members agreed to join the
board. Officers are Justin Hertzel, President; Jim King,
Secretary; and Craig Hundt, Treasurer. New board
members are Aaron Baumann, Sutton; Rick Brandt, Roca;
Seth Harms, Walton; Randy Johnson, Ashland; Tom King,
Lincoln; Jason Muhle, Elkhorn; Jim Nachreiner, Yutan;
and Michael Westhoff, Lincoln. Other NBGS members
for 2020 are Scott Cassels, Dick Block, Tom Ferry, Dan
Kreitman, Matt Firestone and John Hendricks.
New members welcome:
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Nebraska
Big Game Society for 2021, please visit nebiggame.org to
complete the form on the application tab.
Contact us at:
Website: nebiggame.org
Address: 735 South 56th St.
Lincoln, NE 68510
Email: nbgs11@gmail.com
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Pine Ridge Guzzler Projects
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By Will Inselman and Rick Arnold, NGPC
A recent Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) grant
awarded to the Nebraska Big Game Society has led to
some great improvements to multiple wildlife management
areas in northwest Nebraska. The grant, awarded in
2019, provided $40,000 to NBGS to install wildlife water
sources on public and private lands in this part of the
state. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
partnered with NBGS in this endeavor as well, matching
the society’s contribution of $20,000 to these projects.
Water sources for
wildlife have been
an important
commodity for
both livestock and
wildlife in this
semi-arid region
of Nebraska.
The availability
of these water
sources helps
reduce stress and allow wildlife to distribute themselves
more evenly across the landscape, lowering the threats
of disease and wildlife/livestock conflicts.
This project is currently still in progress but to date two
solar well upgrades have been completed at Bordeaux
Creek WMA and two others will begin at Chadron Creek
this spring, as well as a new solar well at Metcalf WMA.
Along with these much needed upgrades there will be a
new water guzzler installed at the new Charcoal Creek
addition to Peterson WMA, slated to begin this spring.
In all, these projects will greatly impact many wildlife
species and area managers are excited about the new
opportunities they will now have to more effectively
manage these areas.

to date out of 62 collared last summer. The leading cause
of mortality for fawns in this study is predation.
The research will continue in the northwest over the
next year with a final report to follow. “Although current
findings aren’t quite what we were hoping for, it is still
too early to jump to conclusions on only one year of
data,” said Inselman. “Once we get the next year of
data added we will have a full picture to help us draw
conclusions to help the Commission make more informed
management decisions.”

By Will Inselman, NGPC
Mule deer research is continuing in northwest Nebraska
as 60 mule deer does received radio collars and vaginal
implant transmitters in February. The study is a collaboration
between the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Researchers are
investigating factors influencing mortality, determining
survival rates, habitat use, and assessing home range
size and movements of female and fawn mule deer.
Will Inselman, assistant wildlife division administrator at
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, and Dr. John
Benson, a professor in the School of Natural Resources
at UNL, are spearheading the project. “This research is
an amazing opportunity for our agency to obtain intensive
data on mule deer in areas experiencing different
environmental conditions,” said Inselman. “This information
will allow us to understand the population dynamics
and habitat relationships, which will have important
implications for management of mule deer in Nebraska
and should contribute broadly to understanding factors
that limit mule deer populations in the Pine Ridge Unit.”
This is the second year of captures in the northwest and
preliminary results show some positivity. Last year
indicated moderate survival rates for fawns, with 21 alive
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Mule Deer Research Update

Chronic Wasting Disease
By Will Inselman, NGPC
Chronic wasting disease is still making itself known
across the state. This contagious neurological disease
attacks the brain of an infected deer, elk or moose,
eventually causing emaciation, listlessness, excessive
salivation and death. This year’s sampling effort during
the November firearm season yielded high prevalence
rates for mule deer and white-tailed deer bucks out in the
Panhandle, specifically the Plains and Pine Ridge units.
There were approximately 171 bucks, consisting of
both white-tails and mule deer that tested positive last
year out of approximately 1500 sampled. Most of these
positive came in the west with ~26% of mule deer bucks
sampled, testing positive in both the Plains and Pine
Ridge unit. Mule deer testing positive in these two units
accounted for 144 of the 171 confirmed positives.
Since 2015 Nebraska Game and Parks has refined its
sampling strategy and we are starting to get a much
better understanding of the disease. One positive note in
the battle over this insidious disease, is that we did not
detect a positive case in some of our northeastern units.
And in those units in the east where it was detected, we
only found five positive deer.
We know that chronic wasting disease is not going to
disappear anytime soon, so our focus has now shifted
to developing new strategies to manage the disease. At
the end of the day we don’t want it impacting our deer
population and if left unchecked, this disease can do so.
The hard part now is realizing we are in for the long haul,
and if we ever want our kids or grandkids to have deer to
hunt, we need to be taking action now.

