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Thank you for joining us at the 11th annual auction
and meeting of the Nebraska Big Game Society.
2021 Auction Update – The event last year was a
success, with 175 guests and more than $75,000 raised
to support big game in Nebraska.

2021 Officers, Board of Directors and Members

The resident elk permit brought $27,000 with the
successful hunter for 2021 being Ryan Mueller. The full
amount of this permit was returned to Game and Parks.

Board of Directors:
		 Aaron Baumann, Rick Brandt, Seth Harms, Randy
		 Johnson, Tom King, Jason Muhle, Jim Nachreiner
		 and Michael Westhoff.

Officers:
		 Justin Hertzel, President
		 Jim King, Secretary
		 Craig Hundt, Treasurer

Members:
		 Dick Block, Scott Cassels, Brandon Dirkschneider,
		 Tom Ferry, Matt Firestone, Dan Kreitman, Dave and
		 Mary Jo Livingston.
Personalized elk collars as auction item – An addition
to the auction last year was the opportunity to fund
the purchase of an elk collar for $2,000. It included a
membership in NBGS for 2021. Also, the collar tags
would be personalized for the bidder. Each bidder
received a photo of the tag they sponsored, which
would be on the elk collar. Seven new members were
added to NBGS by purchasing these collars: Matt
Dunlap, Justin Green, John Hoggatt, Lauren McDonnell,
Mark Pinkerton, Chris Vincent and Betsy Weedin.

2021 Bull Elk Tag Winner: Ryan Mueller
Additional gift to Nebraska Game and Parks – The focus
for 2021 by the NBGS board was improvement for elk in
Nebraska. To support this project, a check for $40,000
was presented to Nebraska Game and Parks officials at
the auction to fund the purchase of 20 elk collars.
Overall funds raised – With funds raised at the auction
last year, this brings the total raised to over $650,000
since the organization was formed and $237,000
specifically from the elk permits from 10 auctions.
Fall event – The board hosted a fall event, which
included members for 2021 and new members from
the auction. This was to acknowledge the support by
members of the mission of NBGS.

Bighorn Sheep Update
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission recently
completed the cleanup of two primary bighorn sheep
herds in the Pine Ridge region of the northern Nebraska
panhandle. Through utilizing the test and remove
method, the chronic disease carrier ewes were removed
preparing the way for future reintroductions. Plans
are underway to helicopter capture, GPS radio collar,
sample, and disease test approximately 50-70 bighorn
sheep from the two herds in the Wildcat Hills region
of the southern, Nebraska panhandle, for the fall
and winter of 2022/2023. Plans are also underway to
develop an advisory committee with domestic sheep
producers and associated partners to work collectively
to address disease issues and seek mutually agreeable
solutions. Overall, this effort is part of a larger goal to
continue establishing sheep in their native range of
western Nebraska.

Final Year of Pronghorn Project Underway
Last year, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and
researchers at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and
University of Nebraska at Kearney launched a two-year
study on pronghorn ecology in western Nebraska. This
study aims to improve understanding of movement
patterns, resource selection, and survival of pronghorn
in the state.
In February 2021 and 2022, our team worked with a
helicopter crew to humanely capture 110 adult pronghorn
within three of the NGPC’s hunting management units.
Each individual had a hair and tissue sample collected,
was fitted with a GPS radio-collar, and then released. The
collars transmit a precise location of each individual every
2.5 hours and will remain on the study animals until 2023,
after which they are programmed to automatically drop
off and will be collected from the field.

Taking measurements after fitting a bull elk with a GPS radio-collar.

Large-scale Elk Project Off the Ground
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, in
collaboration with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
officially kicked of its large-scale, multiyear elk research
project to better understand the ecology of this species
in Nebraska.
Initial capture efforts were considered a success as the
team was able to deploy 70 GPS collars on elk over 10
days, focused in the Pine Ridge and Niobrara units. Collars
were placed on both cows and bulls in an effort to obtain
movement and survival information of both sexes. We will
continue to capture in these units this coming fall/winter
to boost our sample size to reach our goal of 120 active
collars. UNL and NGPC staff will continue to monitor these
herds throughout the year.
Our goal is that this project with help give us a better
understanding of basic elk ecology in Nebraska, such
as survival, movements and habitat preference, while
also creating an appropriate methodology to track and
understand elk population dynamics. We are excited to
finally get this project on the ground and look forward
to tracking elk in Nebraska for the next few years.

Preliminary data shows individuals in our study population
utilizing a range of movement strategies from dispersal to
seasonal migration to year-round residency. Pronghorn
#34319, a buck, ventured 98 miles east from the initial
capture site to establish an entirely new home range.
Pronghorn #29766 also has covered large distances but
displays preference for moving between distinct seasonal
ranges. Over the first year of the study, we observed a
large proportion of our study animals sticking to small
home ranges year-round. To date, we have not observed
any collared animals in our study crossing I-80. We plan
to use genetic samples to investigate what effect, if any,
this may have on the genetic structure of the overall
population.
Under the supervision of Drs. Andrew Little (UNL) and
Dustin Ranglack (UNK), graduate student Katie Piecora will
spend the next year analyzing and interpreting the data.
Upon completion of her research thesis in 2023, she and
other project collaborators will provide a detailed report
to NGPC and the public. By doing so, we hope to provide
new insight into management decisions and inform
strategies that cooperatively work to conserve pronghorn
while protecting the assets of Nebraska’s landowners.

Pronghorn herd gathered by a helicopter.

Elk tags sponsored by bidders during the 2021 NBGS auction.

A helicopter was used to humanely catch, collar
and release pronghorn in western Nebraska.

